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For almost 150 years, Tennessee Wesleyan College has pro-
vided its students with a solid college education and the tools 
they needed to grow into their futures.

Visit Us!
Come experience Tennessee Wesleyan’s campus 
and Southern hospitality!  

If  you think you’d like to be a student at Tennessee Wesleyan, 
call our Admissions Office at 1-800-PICK-TWC or (423) 746-
5286 to schedule a campus tour, or even an overnight stay in 
one of  our residence halls.  The college also welcomes alumni 
and friends; please call the Office of  Institutional Advancement 
at (423) 746-5330 and let us know you would like to visit.  

We look forward to seeing you soon!

History of the

LocationAbout the

First founded in 1857 as Athens Female College, in the building now 
known as Old College, Tennessee Wesleyan has endured five name 
changes over the decades.  Reopening after the Civil War, the school 
was renamed East Tennessee Wesleyan College in 1866.  The follow-
ing year, the name was changed to East Tennessee Wesleyan Uni-
versity, and the school became one of  the few institutions of  higher 
education in the South that admitted men and women. In an effort 
to secure financial support for the deeply indebted southern college 
from northern states and benefactors, the school’s president in 1886, 
John F. Spence, changed the school’s name to Grant Memorial Uni-
versity and then to U.S. Grant Memorial University in 1889.  The col-
lege kept this name until 1906 when it became the Athens School of  
the University of  Chattanooga.  Finally, in 1925, the school separated 
from the University of  Chattanooga and became Tennessee Wesleyan 
College.

Despite its numerous name changes, the college never lost its identity 
and place as an important center of  learning in southeast Tennes-
see.  In the twenty-first century, it continues its tradition of  provid-
ing students with the resources and support they need to grow into 
themselves and their future success.

Since the 1850s, the college has occupied a hill in downtown 
Athens, Tennessee.  Today, the city, located halfway between 
Knoxville and Chattanooga in the rolling foothills of  the Great 
Smoky Mountains, is home to approximately 15,000 residents.  
While it has grown significantly in just the past ten years, Athens 
is still the type of  small, Southern town where people wave at 
strangers and feel safe enough to leave their doors unlocked.  

The region of  southeast Tennessee offers boundless oppor-
tunities for outdoor recreation; larger cultural events, music 
festivals and concerts, and other activities are just as plentiful.  
The excitement of  the larger cities of  Knoxville, Chattanooga, 

Nashville and Atlanta 
is just an hour or two away 
by car.  Tennessee Wes-
leyan takes full advantage 
of  its unique location by 
planning river rafting trips 
to the nearby Ocoee, a pre-
finals trip to Six Flags Amusement Park in 
Atlanta, trips to ice hockey games and ice 
skating in Knoxville, and the college’s spring 
formal is normally held in Chattanooga on the 
Southern Belle riverboat. 
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1.  Athletic Fields
    Baseball
    Soccer
    Tennis Courts
    Intramural Field
    Practice Field

2. Blakeslee Hall
    President’s Residence

3. Centennial Hall
    Academic Success Center
    Foreign Languages
    Art Department

4. Banfield-Durham Hall
    English Department
    History Department
    Business Department

5. Faculty/Staff  Residences

13. Old College
      Academic Affairs
      President’s Office

14. Nocatula Apartments
      Student Housing

15. Sherman Fine Arts Building
      Campus Dining Hall 
      Campus Chaplain’s Office
      Music Department
      Student Publications Office
      Education Department
      Instructional Tech. Center
      Mini-Theater

16. Townsend Hall
      Auditorium
      Campus Bookstore
      Campus Post Office
      J. Wesley’s Grill

6. Fisher Science Building
    Natural Science Department

7. Fowler Hall
    Men’s Residence
    Athletic Offices
    Fitness Center

8. James L. Robb Gymnasium
   Dwain Farmer Court
   Athletic Training Room

9. Keith Hall
    Women’s Residences

10. Lawrence Hall
     Administrative Offices

11. Merner-Pfeiffer Library

12. Commuter/Visitor Parking

      Student Life Office
      Career Placement
      SGA Office
      Student Activity Center
      Theater Department
      Math Department

17. Trinity United 
      Methodist Church

18. Faculty/Staff  Parking     

19. Resident Parking

20. Brown House
      Christian Life Center

21. Plant Facilities Office
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Tennessee Wesleyan’s campus occupies over twenty buildings on a forty-acre 
tract of  land.  The size of  the campus allows students to move easily between 
classes, administrative offices and services, athletic events and college activi-
ties.

Old College, which is on the National Register for Historic Places, was built 
in the 1850s and served as the school’s first home.  It was also used as a hos-
pital during the Civil War.  

Originally a women’s residence hall in the 1940s, Lawrence Hall now houses 
the offices of  the Registrar, Financial Aid, Admissions, Alumni, Institutional 
Advancement, several faculty offices and the college’s Business Office.  

Townsend Hall features a 600-seat auditorium and, more importantly, some 
of  the most popular places on campus for students to meet, eat and relax 
between and after classes.

Completing the Quad are the Fisher Science Building, Sherman Hall, 
Banfield-Durham Hall and the Merner-Pfeiffer Library.  The Library 
holds over 100,000 volumes, and an online database of  the library’s holdings, 
internet resources, reserves and policies is accessible on- or off-campus.

Approximate driving miles to major metropolitan areas:

Knoxville 45 miles
Chattanooga 45 miles
Atlanta  159 miles
Birmingham 183 miles

Nashville 187 miles
Memphis 390 miles
Pensacola 434 miles
Tampa  617 miles


